EXCURSION ~ NEWS SHEET 


Meeting: 3rd December - Mrs.J.Jenkins,"Eucalypts", 
a Mr.Trevor Lumb,"Seabirds" »Dr.F.Harrap, 
Meeting: "Happy Wanderers". 
. kth February -Mr. H.Barclay "Spiders". 
Excursion : 5th December - Christmas Excursion -Richards 
Camp ,Mt.Cole.Leader Dr. Harrap. 
Excursion :6th February — to be arranged. 


President: Dr. F. HARRAP Phone 301651 Meetings, as specified, are held In the Admintistrat- 
ton Building of the School of Mines and Industries, 
Vice-pres: Mrs. M. ROTHERAM Phone 31 4054 Lydiord Street South, Ballorat, commencing 8 pm. 
Secretary: Miss H. BURGESS Phone 31 2210 EXCURSIONS, AS SECEDE COMMENCE FROM 
CROCKERS, . STU id ARMSTR f 
Treasurer: Mr. S. REYNOLDS Phone 327721 een Aa PG ASTREETS 


f BALLARAT, AT 9.30 am FOR FULL DAY OUTINGS, 
Editor Mr. J. NETHERWAY — Phone 32 7296 OR AT 1.30pm FOR HALF DAY, 


NEW VENUE FOR MEETINGS. 


Our next meeting,on 4th February 1983, 
will be held in the new Staff Room, S.M.B., 
Lydiard St. Sth. , 


NEW MEMBERS.The President welcomed 
Mr. and Mrs. Krusche to the Club. 


YARROWERK PARK WORKING BER. 

The next working bee is on Saturday 
December 11th 1982. Participants will meet in 
Yarrowee Parade at 9-OO a.sm., and should bring 
gardening equipment. 


ANNUAL MERT ING —-MEMBERS 'NIGHT, MARCH 4th 1983. 
This is an evening when members have the 

opportunity to show their most interesting 

slides of the previous year, and this is a 


preliminary note to alert our photographically 
inclined members. 


ELECTION OF OFFICE BEARERS:Members are reminded 
that under our constitution, written nominations, 
including seconder, for all positions on the 
executive committee should be handed to the 
Secretary by the end of the February meeting. 
Committee consists of 10 members, including 
President ,Secretary, amd Treasurer. 


SYLLABUS ITEMS. 

Your committee welcomes suggestions for 
next year's Syllabus of Meetings and Excursions. 
It would be appreciated if these were handed 
in before the next committee meeting which 
is on 26th January. 

NEWSLETTER EDITOR. 

The editor of your Excursion-News Sheet will 
retire from the position at the end of this 
financial year(March 1983).Members are asked 
to consider accepting this rewarding task as 
a way to return something to their club,and 
to advise the committee accordingly. 
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W.V.F.N.C.A.CAMP-—OUT-CRESWICK-October 23th-2hth 
1982. 
mxcurenton to Mt. Beckwith - held Saturday, Oct 2hth 
The "mountain walk". 

Naturalist members spent an enjoyable after - 
noon climbing of Mt. Beckwith. This area is a 
manna gum woodland with typical understorey plants 
of bracken,wood sorrei,rock fern and golden moths. 
Of particular interest was a fine patch of 
Correa reflexa,the common correa, growing amidst 
the rocks and including the pink, cream and red 
flowering forms. We were also fortunate to ob- 
serve two black wallabies hopping away to a safer 
distance from our party. Later in the afternoon we 
climbed to the peak of Mt,Beckwith where the well- 
known landmark stands,a tall lone, Pinus radiata. 
From this elevation we had beautiful views of the 
countryside, particularly so as it was such a fine 
clear day. 

As we descended the mountain,sightings were 
frequent of sulphur-crested cockatoos,galahs, 
flocks of white-winged choughs and eastern . Aaa 
Sspinebills. 

Many thanks to the Creswick Club for 
a most enjoyable outing. 


Pat Murphy. 


The "flat walk" at Mt.Beckwith, where 
orchids usually bloom in great abundence at this 
time of the year,proved to be extremity dry with 
vegetation obviously feeling the effects: of drought 


conditions-we were very sad to find both dams dry. 
This must have a bad effect on the birdS too 
although many were seen and heard. Plants observed, 
some bravely flowering, included Platylobium 
obtusangulum, Dianella revoluta, Pimelea linifolia, 
Leucopogon virgata, Brunonia australis,Dillwynia 
sericea,Hxocarpus cupressiformis,Lomandra sp., 
Hardenbergia violacea, Stylidium graminifolium, 
Xanthorrhoea minor, Astroloma humifusum, Lissanthe 
strigosa the Peach Heath- one particular bush La 
mass of dainty flowers.Gahnia radula, many beauti- 
ful samples of Casuarina stricta, several different 
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acacias, beautiful bright yellow Helichrysum vis- 
catum flowering well, Helichrysum obcordatum, 
Leptospermum myrsinoides, Bursaria spinosa, 
Hybanthus (bush?, Wahlenbergia communis, Cassinia { 
arcuata, Hovea heterophylla, Rock Fern, 
Thysanotus pattersonii,Tetratheca ciliata. 

There were an odd flower or two of Caladenia 

carnea, Diuris pedunculata, and Pterostylis mutans. ° 
Eucalypts included yellow,long leafed, and red box. 
In the dam floor were tiny Rutidosis multiflora 
(small Wrinklewort) and Cicendia quadulangularis 
with its minute yellow flowers. 

Birds seen or heard included Fuscous Honeyeaters, 
White Naped Honeyeaters Elackheaded Sitellas, 
Hooded Robin, Blue \Wren, Red browed Finches, 
White browed Babblers, Shrike Thrush, Grey Curra- 
wong ,White throated Treecreeper Spotted Bardalote, 
Silvereyes, Rainbow Birds, Kookaburra, Rufous 
Whistler,Golden Whistler, Scarlet Robin, Grey 
Fantail, Buff tailed Thornbill,Jacky Winter. 


’ 


Florence Williamson. 


DALYENONG REVISITED. 


So impressive was the variety and number of 
birds at Dalyenong, that three friends and I 
returned to Dalyenong, on Saturday,Oct. 9th. 

On the way up between Red Bank and Stuart 
Mill, while I was doing 100 km, there was a cry 
from the back - "Stop, there is a Spotted Harrier." 
And so there was - about 500 metres away, behind ‘ 
a line of trees. The bird came somewhat nearer rg 
pefore disappearing to the west - we had clear 
views of the distinctive wing markings. 

On the Dalyenong Floral reserve, to spot the 
first bee-eater of the summer seaseon and to add 
a white-eared honeyeater to last week's list. 
Then masked woodswallow and young in addition 
to the dusky and white-browed seen earlier, and 
another honeyeater yellow winged in the area 
where the black honeyeaters were still to be seen. 
Or rather in one of the three areas,several 
hundred metres apart where we saw the birds, 


y 


and mainly males at that. It is hard to say how 
many different birds were seen — possibly five 
different males.It certainly made us think that 
nesting could be underway. 

Add white-winged triller (male and female), 
wedgetailed eagle, white-fronted chat, common 
bronze-winged pigeon and white-browed babbler, 
and Dalyenong was well worth revisiting. 


Frank Harrap. 
NOVEMBER CAMPOUT. 


Unfortunately, due to lack of numbers the Club 
campout which was to have been in the Whipstick 
area was cancelled, but two members combined with 
a §S.G.A.P. excursion to the Major Mitchell Plateau 

There were eight in the party led by Alan Thomas. 
The day was quite warm for such exertion, but the 
rewards upon reaching the destination made it all 
very worth while.There were many breath-taking 
viewa, with the whole Grampians Ranges laid out 
before us, and although there was some haze in the 
distance we had good views of Mts. Warrenheip, 
Buninyong:, . Elephant, the Pyrenees, Mt Cole Range 
and many others. Despite the drought, there were 
many flowers blooming. Much to our disappointment, 
the track up from the Mafeking camp had been bull- 
dozed very recently, and a lot of the usual way- 
side plants lost for the present. However, there 
was much to admire in the lovely stands of beauti- 
ful large-flowered tea tree, euphrasia, brachycombe, 
different members of the pea family, helichrysums, 
several ferns, etc. etc. 

The Alpine meadow was a glorious sight - covered 
in blue, white, yellow and touches of orange and 
red — the pincushions, yellow pea flowers together 
with the backdrop of the Serra Range made an un- 
forgettable sight. Eucalyptus panciflora (the Snow- 
gum) grows quite abundantly inthis area, some very 
large specimens. 

Four of the hikers had slept up in this area 
on the Saturday night and enjoyed the utter peace 
of the bush. 


5 


The higher elevations were covered in many 
parts by the lovely endemic Pultenaea subalpina, 
Boronias, Calytrix, Bauera, Grevillea conferti- 
folia, a most beautiful prostrate form with fine 
needle-like foliage and deep red clusters of 
flowers on the ends of the branches, Melaleucas, 
and of course this is where the Grampians Gum, 
Euc. alpina comes into its own. A thick-leaved 
sturdy little tree. Acacia oxycedrus, the Spike 
Wattle did its best to put us off following the 
track up and over the very rocky ridges nearing 
the top. 

The exhilaration of standing overlooking the 
entire Grampians area must be felt to be appre=: 
ciated and one wonders at the tenacity of these 
beautiful plants which withstand subalpine con- 


ditions, growing often in such rocky, inhospitable 
surroundings. 


Florence Williamson. 
THE STELLA BEDDGOOD MEMORIAL LECTURE ‘- FOREST 
MANAGEMENT AND WILDLIFE, Mr. 


: S.CRAIG. 


With proper management, the Australien forests 
willbe on-going, useful to man, and sheltering 
and nurturing forest animals in the habitat they 
have lived in from pre-historic times; - 

So long as man manages and protects the forests 
he can use them for pleasure and recreation, for 
the study of birds and animals in their nutural 
habitat,and the study of abundant flora as well 
as utilizing the forest products. 

The whole forest area is being modified. 
Early mills were in the forest itsalf, but now 
logs are taken to the mills. Our forests are 
mainly of the wet sclerophyll type,and are 99% 
hardwoods and acacia, rich in indigenous mammals 
and birds. 

Yellow-bellied gliders, dusky gliders, squirrel 
gliders and .the possums live in hollows in the 
trees. Some gliders ineise trees for their sweet 
Sap. They eat birds, insects, and manna-like 
Substances on the leaves. 

In 1961 Leadbeater's possum was re-discovered 
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by Eric Wilkinson.These possums live mainly in 
ash forests in a restricted area in the Jentral 
Highlands. Since 1960 many small mammals like the 
pygmy possum and the large-footed potoroo have 
been found, and there may be others yet undiscovered 
or even considered to be extinct. The mountain 
brush-tailed possum needs mature forest for its 
existence. 

An anomaly in our system are laws for protecting 
animals and birds, but not their habitat. 

Mr. Craig was thanked by our President, 
Dr. Harrap for his most interesting talk and for 
standing in at short notice. 


Lyndsay Fink. 
HATTAH =» KULKYNE NATIONAL PARK. 


I was one of 10 birdos who recently went to 
Hattah Lakes. On our way we stopped to look for 
Orange Chats at Lake Tyrell. Although they were 
not to be seen we did see White-winged and Varie- 
gated Wrens and the Striated Field-wren. 

Arriving at Hattah Lake late afternoon we soon 
had our tents erected on the water front and then 
we went to explore the area.There were many Red- 
necked Avocets feeding in Little Hattah Lake along 
With Pelicans, Red-kneed and Black-fronted Dotterels 
Black-tailed native-hens, and Banded Rails, Choughs 
and Noisy Miners were our constant companions at 
the camp site. The first night after the evening . 
meal, what was thought to be a Spotted Night Jar 
flew close by to catch an insect. We hoped it 
would repeat the performance another night, but 
we were out of luck. 

Little was in flower and the frosts have struck 
some of the Mallee Kucalypts and most of the Broom 
Ballart appeared to have died - I saw two live 
shrubs. : 

The weather was warm and reasonably windy. 
Approximately 125 species of birds were seen for 
the four days.On our return we saw two Blue Bonnets 
and 32 Banded Plovers, Nearer home we stopped to 
observe the Spotted Harriers and Little Falcons 
nesting near Beaufort. Eirds seen or heard gt 
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the Hattah area, as well as those already mentioned 
include -— - 

Emu - White-Faced Heron - Yellow-billed Spoonbill - 
Swan - Grey Teal - Whistling Kite - Little Kagle - 
Masked Plover - Pied Stilt - Marsh Tern — Peaceful 
Dove — Common Bronzewing.- Crested Pigeon ~ Galah - 
Major MitchellCockatoo - Sulphur-crested Cockatoo -— 
Yellow Rosella - Mallee Ringneck - Red-rumped Parrot 
Mulga Parrot - Poobook Owl - Kookaburra - Red- 


backed Kingfisher: - Rainbow Bird - Welcome Swallow 


Plack-faced Cuckoo-Shrike ~ Red-capped Robin 
(nesting) - Hooded Robin - Jacky Winter — Gilbert 
Whistler —- Rufous Whistler - Grey Shrike-thrush - 
Crested Bell-bird - Willy Wagtail -White-browed 
Babbler — Chestnut-crowned Babbler - Splendid Wren - 
Variegated Wren - Mallee Heath-wren — Southern 
Whiteface —- Chestnut-rumped Thornbill -— Yellow 
Thornbill. —~ Weebill (nesting) ~ Varied Sitella 
(nesting) - Brown Treecreeper (nesting) — Red 
Wattlebird - Spiny -cheeked Honeyeater — Blue- 
faced Honeyeater — White-eared Honeyeater — yellow 

lumed Honeyeater - Brown-headed Honeyeater 
Roane) - Spotted Pardalote (nesting) -Striated 
Pardalote —- Dusky Woodswallow - Grey Butcherbird - 
Australi@m Raven —- Little Raven. 


Helen Burgess. 


ON OUR COVER: This magnificent Tasmanian Blue 
Gum (Eucalyptus wlobulus) is nearly 90 years 
old and is growing on the B.C.A.E.campus, 

Mt. Helen. 


The PRESIDENT and his committee extend to 
all members, families and friends Best 
Wishes for a Happy Christmas and a Bright 
and Prosperous New Year. 

Happy Holiday and safe return. 
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